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Technical Memorandum

To: Rob Holmlund (HBHRCD)

From: Erik Nielsen (SHN)

Date: April 23, 2024

Subject: Assessment of Samoa Federal Channel Anchoring Restrictions
Project: Redwood Marine Multipurpose Terminal Replacement Project
Location: Eureka, CA

M&N Job No:  212991-03

cc: Shane Phillips (M&N)

Disclaimer: This draft technical memorandum is a work-in-progress and is intended to be an internal
document for use by the Humboldt Bay Offshore Wind Heavy Lift Marine Terminal Project team as a
part of the conceptual design process and the ongoing permitting process. This memorandum is meant
to be read as a part of a comprehensive packet of technical analyses. It is not written to be a standalone
document and it is assumed that the reader has substantial project knowledge and context to
understand the memorandum'’s content. All aspects of this memorandum are subject to change and
may become less accurate over time. To better understand the project, please review the more
comprehensive and up-to-date documents posted to the Humboldt Bay Harbor District's website at
https://humboldtbay.org/humboldt-bay-offshore-wind-heavy-lift-marine-terminal-project-3.

Introduction

This memorandum provides a summary of findings for anchoring restrictions identified in National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Agency (NOAA) charts for Humboldt Bay. Anchoring
restrictions due to a submarine "Cable” area designation is shown to extend from the City of Eureka
waterfront to the Samoa Peninsula (M&N Figure V-101 in Attachment 1). The restricted area crosses the
Samoa Federal Navigation Channel (Samoa Channel) from Tuluwat Island to the Redwood Marine
Multipurpose Terminal (RMMT) project site (NOAA, 2021). The source of the anchor restriction is
presumed to be from a communication cable located in this area.

Utility Providers

SHN corresponded with utility providers as part of the RMMT project to assess connection and
availability. Utility providers contacted include power (gas and electricity), communications, water,
wastewater, and fiber optic. During the course of this process, the cable crossing was discussed with
American Telegraph and Telephone (AT&T) for communication lines and Optimum for cable/internet
services. AT&T provided input on the matter that is summarized in the following paragraph.
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Brian Johnson with AT&T indicated file records show a submarine cable from the foot of Commercial
Street in Eureka to the southwest tip of Tuluwat Island was placed in 1956 and abandoned in 1988.
There is no record of how it was installed, depth of placement, ability to locate, and so on. A map
provided by Brian Johnson shows it consisted of a single cable that did not to extend beyond Tuluwat
Island to the Samoa Peninsula. (File Figure in Attachment 1). A request was made by Brian Johnson to
the AT&T right-of-way group to review available files and the findings were inconclusive. The only item
located was a note in the file referencing County Deed Book 170, page 434 or 436 or 438. A review of
these County Deed Book pages by SHN indicated the described properties dated 1924 are not in the
vicinity of the project and provided no additional information on the AT&T cable placement or continued
use.

RMMT Utility Clearance

Underground Service Alert (USA) notifications were completed in April 2022 and August 2023 for upland
borings installed as part of the RMMT geotechnical investigation. A map showing the completed boring
locations and the approximate area of anchoring restrictions near shore to the RMMT project is
provided in Attachment 1. The area identified for the USA ticket submitted prior to drilling operations
consisted of a prism extending along the entire project waterfront. At no time during the utility
clearance program did any service providers indicate the presence of underground utilities. This would
include Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E), AT&T, Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (HBMWD), Town of
Samoa, fiber optic, and so on.

USACE Information

Hydrographic surveys completed for the Samoa Channel by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) in
May 2023 (existing conditions) and July 2023 (post-dredge) do not indicate the presence of a cable or
anchor restrictions on sheets provided in the USACE San Francisco District Website (USACE, 2023). The
USACE performs maintenance dredging of the Samoa Channel to a required depth of -38 feet mean
lower low water (MLLW) that covers 400 feet in width and crosses this “restriction” area (USACE Figure in
Attachment 1). It is assumed that the USACE would need to be cognizant of the cable location and depth
if it were to be present in this area. In addition, RMMT project meetings for Section 408 requirements
with the USACE in October 2022 that covered dredging and navigation requirements did not indicate the
presence of a cable crossing the Samoa Channel as identified in the NOAA charts.

Summary and Data Limitations

The information received from AT&T does not show the communication cable extending past Tuluwat
Island. Additionally, there is no known presence of any onshore infrastructure in Samoa for a cable
landing. USA conducted for clearance of vertical bores installed along the RMMT project shoreline
prompted no response from utility providers notified. The USACE does not appear to be aware of a
cable present in the area of the Samoa Channel that is required to undergo maintenance dredging
activities.
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Based on the information obtained, there appears to be a high probability that the anchor restriction
area shown in NOAA charts is referring to a cable placement “Set-Aside” area for future use. The anchor
restriction area should be added to the list of items for future consideration during final project design.
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